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among the Savages, who, upon the whole, do not cease
to be very grave and serious in their rather long
speeches. There were about sixty men in their assem-
bly, without counting the young men who were scat-
tered here and there. Each one getting the best place
he could find, a Captain began his harangue, the sub-
stance of which was that the Huron tribe, the tribe of
the Bear, and others, had met for the purpose of hold-
ing a council with the French. When this speech was
finished, all the Savages, as a sign of their approval,
drew from the depths of their stomachs this aspira-
tion, %o, %o, o, raising [374 i.e., 174] the last syllable
very high. When this speech was finished, and the
council had declared itself lawfully assembled by this
fine method of assent, the same Captain began another
speech, adding nothing to what he had said already,
unless it were that they had come to see their friends
and brothers, the Frenchmen, and, to strengthen this
friendship and alliance, they all offered presents to
their captain, Sieur de Champlain, and thereupon
they presented to him three packages of beaver skins.
The end was that the Savages expressed their ap-
proval of this harangue by reiterating their aspira-
tion, ho! ho! and the Frenchmen by accepting the
presents offered. The same captain, continuing his
speech, said that all these people were rejoiced at the
return of Sieur de Champlain, and that they all came
to warm themselves at his fire. The fuel they
brought to the fire was [275 i.e., 175] two or three
more packages of beaver skins, which they gave him
as a present. This third speech was immediately
approved like the second.

Thereupon sieur de Champlain began to speak, and
told them that he had always loved them, that he



